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healed soundly. Instead of tho mere skeleton lie was soven months ago, ho 
now presents the appearance of a sound, healthy hoy. 

I made a physical examination of hia chest this morning, and could dotect 
no difference in tho two sides. 

Constitutional Effects produced by Substances introduced into lhe Urethra.— 
Dr. J. L. Crawcour states (iVcip Orleans Med. News and Uosp. Gaz., May, 1858), 
that when bougies, tipped with an ointment containing morphia, aro introduced 
into tho urothra, rapid and intonse narcotism is produced, and this result is out 
of all proportion to tho quantity of sedative employed. 

IIo has also seen the peculiar effects of belladonna produced by passing a 
bougio into the urethra anointed with a minute portion of atropia ointment. 

Piece of Tin in the Hind pipe. laryngo-trachcotomy. —Dr. Paul F, Eve re¬ 
cords {Nashville Journ. Med. and Surg., Sept., 1857) tho case of a negro boy, 
tlireo years of age, which strongly illustrates the occasional great power of en¬ 
durance of the human system. The patient two days beforo being taken to Dr. 
E., “while attempting to whistle with a small strip of tin in his mouth, fell 
backwards out of a piazza and inhaled it into his windpipo. This was followed 
by instant and persistent embarrassment to respirntion, loud rhonchus, loss of 
voice, or rather its reduction to n whisper, and some slight hemorrhage. Tho 
family physician not having relieved tho patient by an emetic, inversion of the 
body, etc.,” directed tho boy to bo taken to Nashville. Doing satisfied from tho 
symptoms that there was n'foreign body in tho windpipe, Dr. E. decided to ope¬ 
rate. Accordingly, on tho 13th Juno, four days after tho accident, Dr. E. opened 
the larynx, und then tho trachea, and made “diligent search” for the foreign 
substance. “ The larynx was twice wiped out by sponges carried through tho 
wound and brought out of tho mouth, and tho trachea and bronchi carefully 
and cautiously explored with probes and long forceps, but nothing special 
detected. Thero was an unusual amount of hemorrhngo in tho division of tho 
soft parts, and ligatures wero applied to each side of tho isthmus of tho thyroid 
body before its section. Dr. Bowling administered tho anesthetic agent (equal 
portions of ether and chloroform), whilo Drs. Jcunings, Briggs, 'Wharton and 
others aided during tho operation, which to any ono who has never opened tho 
windpipo of a fat child three years old, it would bo unnecessary to say, was a 
tedious and embarrassing ono. 

“ So extensive in the air passages was the effusion of mucus, that nono of us 
could determine the exact position or site of tho foreign body. 

“Counting the timo consumed in arresting the hemorrhage, using the anes¬ 
thetic means with extra precaution, waiting for patient to rccovor and he re¬ 
vived by drinking water, etc., he was nearly two hours upon the operating 
tablo.” 

Tho opening of tho larynx was kept patent, and patient put upon an anti¬ 
phlogistic courso. 

Tho second morning, during a paroxysm of cough, a pieco of tin, measuring 
seven-tenths of an inch in length, and three-twentieths in width, with sharp 
angles and edges, was ejected through the wound. It was smooth and polished 
upon its two surfaces, discolored, however, now by bloody mucus. Treatment, 
antiphlogistic, continued. 

In a day or two the patient began to improve, and on tho tenth day left 
for homo. 

Impregnation without Rupture of Hymen: great Sensibility of Parts. —Dr. 
Howard Smitu records (New Orleatis Med. News, June, 1858) the following in¬ 
teresting cxnmplo of this:— 

Dr. S. was requested by a gentleman to attend his wife in her confinement, 
and stated that, owing to somo obstruction in the vagina, he had never been 
nblo to penetrate moro than half an inch, and that at the consummation of his 
marriage ho had been satisfied the hymen had been ruptured. 

Dr. S. called upon the lady, and learned that she had never suffered from 
any inflammation of tho pnrts, even when a child, that sho had menstruated 
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regularly until after hor marriage, and tlmt her health had beon uniformly 

good. 

She submitted to an examination, but the moment Dr. S.'s finger camo in con¬ 
tact with tho inner surfaco of the labia mnjora she showed such symptoms of 
real suffering that he desisted at once. Some washes of cold water, and borax, 
etc., were used, but without tho least effect in diminishing tho sensibility of tho 
parts. 

“ Her husband then proposed that an ocular examination should bo made, as 
ho was sure that tho obstruction could bo scon. I made it, and, on separating 
tho labia, I noticed, lying at tho posterior part of the vagina, and some distance 
in, a fleshy looking mass, which nearly filled tho orifice, but it was impossible 
to touch it. 

“At first I had thought that tho fear of tho touch was affeotation, but when, 
in tho second examination, 1 had tried to pass a female catheter into that part 
of tho vagina where ihero was no obstruction apparent, tho pain occasioned by 
it was such as nearly to mako her fnint; and sho exhibited, throughout tho 
different attempts which wero made to explore tho parts, so much determina¬ 
tion to control her feelings, that 1 soon became satisfiod thcro really was as 
much pain ns sho said thcro was. 

“ 1 next determined to uso chloroform. Hero another difficulty arose, for 
sho assured mo tlmt when sho had taken chloroform for tho extraction of a 
tooth, though 6 ho was under tho influence of it, sho had felt the pain distinctly. 
At the first trial 1 mndo, sho enmo very readily under the influence of tho nn- 
£C 8 thctio 5 but the least attempt to pass tho fingor aroused her at once, and ren¬ 
dered her so nervous that I feared an nttnek of hysteria. Tho second attempt 
succeeded no better. But these two trials satisfied mo that sho could bear the 
uso of chloroform without any dangor. The third timo I brought her rapidly 
and fully under tho influence of tho anaesthetic, and, whilst sho was breathing 
with 6 tcrtor, I passed my finger into tho vagina, and up ns far as I wished, nud 
was convinced that tho only obstruction which oxisted was an unusually dense 
hymen. 

“Although so completely insensiblo that 6 ho had no recollection, when sho 
awoke, of what had passed, still sho tried to move away from my fingor, and 
her countenanco expressed pain. 

“Though relieveu from apprehension of any serious mechanical obstruction, 
I could not but bo anxious nbout tho expected confinement; for if this extrouio 
sensibility of tho vngina continued, it would bo impossible for mo to mako an 
examination during tho progress of tho labour, nnu I could not reotify a mal¬ 
position, or oven know whether tho uterus was dilating or not. My only liopo 
was that tho severity of tho labour pains would mask tho pain caused by the 
examination. In tlmt bopo I was not disappointed. 

“ Ilor labour enmo on naturally but slowly, n 9 was to be expected in a first 
accouchement. Tho parts were distensible, and lubricated by a copious secre¬ 
tion. I was called at nine o'clock in tho evening, and remained with hor during 
tho night, tho pains all tlmt timo boing of tlmt kind which characterizes the 
first stage of labour. About half-past eight in tho morning the expulsive pains 
enmo on, but not very intensely. In attempting to mako an examination in 
tho interval botween tho pains, I found tho same sensibility, and was forced 
to wait until tho next contraction of tho uterus, when I introduced my finger 
and nmdo out tho presentation to ho of tho vertox, and in tho first position. 
In withdrawing tho finger, I could now distinctly feel tho sharp orescontio odgo 
of the hymon, which was hard and donsc. The perineum was supported most 
carefully, and frequent examinations made to note tho progress of the child’s 
head. The pain which delivered tho head was very severe, and I distinctly felt 
tho hymen rupturo as tho head escaped into tho world. Tho rest of hor labour 
presented nothing of importance. Sno recovered without a bad symptom, with¬ 
out fever, and with no tearing either of perineum or walls of the vagina,” 

Cystic Tumours on the Nates, obstructing Delivery.— Dr . Keller exhibited to 
tho Pathological Society of Philadelphia (Nov. 25, 1857) two remarkable speei* 



